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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application, 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A vehicle door controlling apparatus, 
comprising: 

a connection locking means provided between a first door and a second door 
for locking the first door and the second door by connecting both of them to each 
other; 

a door-locking means for restraining opening and closing of the second door 
on the vehicle body to be locked; 

a release means for unlocking the connection locking means or the door 
locking means; and 

a controlling means for controlling the connection locking means and the 
release means, 

the vehicle door controlling apparatus further comprising: 

an operating means which requests the opening of the second door; and 

a first lock state detecting means for detecting the a state of the connection 
m e mb e r locking means : 

wherein when a request for opening the second door using the operating 
means is detected, the controlling means operates the release means, releases a 
lock state of the lock which has b ee n lock e d by th e connection m e mb e r locking 
means and releases a lock state of the l ock of th e door-locking means, and 
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electrically drives the second door based on a signal from the first lock state 
detecting means. 

2. (Currently Amended) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according 
to claim 1 , further comprising a second lock state detecting means for detecting 
restraint of the fifst second door on the vehicle body; wherein the second lock state 
detecting means includes a first switch in which, when the second door moves from 
a whole closed state in an opened direction by a predetermined distance, 
engagement with one of the doors caused by the connection member is released 
and the switching state of the first switch is changed, and when switching of the first 
switch is detected, the controlling means operates the release means, releases a the 
lock state of the connection locking means m e mb e r and starts electrical driving of 
the second door. 

3. (Original) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 2, 
further comprising a second switch whose state is switched to the opened direction 
rather than the first switch, wherein, when switching of the second switch is detected, 
the controlling means stops the operation of the release means. 

4. (Original) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the first door is a swinging door which is opened or closed in the widthwise 
direction of the vehicle and the second door is a sliding door which is opened or 
closed in the forward and backward directions of the vehicle. 
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5. (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the connection locking means comprises a latch that is freely rotatable in a 
widthwise direction of the vehicle. 

6. (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the controlling means, which electrically drives the second door, is 
positioned inside the second door and comprises a sliding door driving unit. 

7. (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 6, 
wherein the sliding door driving unit comprises a sliding motor, a driving force of the 
sliding motor being transmitted to the second door via a drum that decelerates a 
rotation speed of the sliding motor, and the sliding door driving unit comprising an 
electromagnetic clutch positioned in a transmission path of the driving force. 

8. (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 7, 
wherein the sliding motor detects, based on a phase difference of two signal outputs, 
a position of the second door or an opening and closing speed of the second door. 

9. (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein the second lock state detecting means comprises a full latch switch by 
which the second door is detected to be entirely closed, and a half latch switch by 
which the second door is detected to be half-closed. 
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10 (New) A vehicle door controlling apparatus, comprising: 

connection locking means provided between a first door and a second door 
mounted on a vehicle body for locking the first door and the second door by 
connecting both of them to each other, the connection locking means comprising a 
rotatably mounted latch that is rotatable into an inner space of a striker to achieve an 
engaged condition between the latch and the striker; 

door-locking means for locking the second door to restrain opening and 
closing of the second door on the vehicle body; 

release means for unlocking the connection locking means or the door locking 
means; 

operating means for requesting opening of the second door; 

a first lock state detecting means for detecting the engaged condition between 
the latch and the striker, and 

controlling means for controlling the connection locking means and the 
release means so that when a request for opening the second door using the 
operating means is detected, the controlling means operates the release means, 
releases a lock state of the connection locking means and releases a lock state of 
the door-locking means, and electrically drives the second door based on a signal 
from the first lock state detecting means. 

1 1 . (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 1 0, 
further comprising a second lock state detecting means for detecting restraint of the 
second door on the vehicle body; wherein the second lock state detecting means 
includes a first switch in which, when the second door moves from a whole closed 
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state in an opened direction by a predetermined distance, engagement with one of 
the doors caused by the connection member is released and the switching state of 
the first switch is changed, and when switching of the first switch is detected, the 
controlling means operates the release means, releases the lock state of the 
connection locking means and starts electrical driving of the second door. 

12. (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 1 1 , 
further comprising a second switch whose state is switched to the opened direction 
rather than the first switch, wherein, when switching of the second switch is detected, 
the controlling means stops the operation of the release means. 

13. (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein the first door is a swinging door which is opened or closed in the widthwise 
direction of the vehicle and the second door is a sliding door which is opened or 
closed in the forward and backward directions of the vehicle. 

14. (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein the latch is freely rotatable in a widthwise direction of the vehicle. 

15. (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein the controlling means, which electrically drives the second door, is 
positioned inside the second door and comprises a sliding door driving unit. 
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16. (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 15, 
wherein the sliding door driving unit comprises a sliding motor, a driving force of the 
sliding motor being transmitted to the second door via a drum that decelerates a 
rotation speed of the sliding motor, and the sliding door driving unit comprising an 
electromagnetic clutch positioned in a transmission path of the driving force. 

17. (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 16, 
wherein the sliding motor detects, based on a phase difference of two signal outputs, 
a position of the second door or an opening and closing speed of the second door. 

1 8. (New) The vehicle door controlling apparatus according to claim 1 1 , 
wherein the second lock state detecting means comprises a full latch switch by 
which the second door is detected to be entirely closed, and a half latch switch by 
which the second door is detected to be half-closed. 
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